
  Summer 2009Letter from Anne Graham Lotz

“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to 
you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father. . . .”   	
												              --Matthew 18:10

AnGeLs that guard children know that it’s a very serious sin to hinder a child from coming to Jesus.  Recently our local 
newspaper ran a front page article on an active “club” of agnostic/atheists in our city that meets on Sunday mornings to 
“nurture unbelief ” in their children.  I immediately wrote a letter to the editor (something I rarely do), commenting on the 
fact that if there is one, true, living God who created us for a personal, loving relationship with Himself, then parents who 
nurture unbelief in their children are guilty of the ultimate child abuse since it may prevent a child from receiving eternal 
life.  If parents want to go to hell, that’s their terrible but sovereign choice.  To take their children with them is unthinkable.

The article itself seemed to be accepted.  But my letter stirred up a small firestorm of controversy led by a divinity professor 
at a local university, who suggested that I had “choked on my own salvation.” 

This experience seems to confirm the disturbing trend noted by the pollsters that God is being forsaken by what one recent 
national poll-taker classified as the “nones”. . . those who have left their religious affiliation for none whatsoever.  Like the 
professor, many people see “mutual care and supportive relationships” as the goal of society, not the favor and blessing of 
Almighty God. Yet God’s blessing is paramount to not only a nation’s peace and prosperity, but to that of an individual as 
well. 

I was raised in a home where my faith in God was nurtured.  It never occurred to me, as I was growing up, to question or 
doubt His existence, because His presence permeated our family’s life.  Yet my parents weren’t the primary ones who have 
motivated me to pursue a God-filled life. 

I can trace my passionate pursuit of God to someone I have never met in person . . . someone with whom I have little else in 
common.  He lived in a long-ago time, in a foreign culture, in a patriarchal society, in an idolatrous home.  His life was full 
of twists and turns, riches and losses, deceit and redemption, failure and success.  Nevertheless, he has become a spiritual 
mentor to me.  His name is Abraham.

While three different religions consider Abraham their “father,” he himself left his religion to pursue a personal relationship 
with God.  The pursuit led him to be fully blessed by God. In the end, Abraham did not claim to be God’s friend; it 
was God who stated that Abraham was His friend.  Since the Bible says that God does not change, that He is the same 
yesterday, today and forever, then I decided if I don’t know God as Abraham did, nothing is wrong with God . . . there must 
be something wrong with the way I am living out my Christian life. 

It was this thought process, triggered by my first in-depth study of the life of Abraham thirty-two years ago, that redefined 
my life as I began to make Abraham’s goal – to have the fullness of God’s blessing in an authentic, personal relationship 
with God – my magnificent obsession.  

God has burdened my heart to share Abraham’s example with others so that his goal might become yours, too.  And so 
I have traced Abraham’s life’s story in my new book, The Magnificent Obsession.  If you have a restlessness in your spirit, 
believing that there must be something more to life than what you’re experiencing; if you yearn for the fullness of God’s 
blessing on yourself and also on your children . . . then join this AnGeL on a faith journey and discover for yourself that you, 
too, can experience the God-filled life! 
 



Instruction
**	 Read Genesis 12:1-3.  Count the times some variation of the word “ bless” occurs.  Write out each blessing, and 	
	 give it a practical, personal application.

**	 What is the condition Abraham had to meet in order to receive these blessings?

**	 Did Abraham desire God’s blessing for his children?  Give phrases from Genesis 17:18-20; 18:17-19. 

**	 How is this promise of blessing and the conditions restated in the following passages? Give phrases along with 	
	 the personal application from: Deuteronomy 28:1-14; Joshua 1:7-8; Psalm 1; Ephesians 1:3; Galatians 3:14.

**	 What do you need to do to meet the conditions so you can claim the blessings?  Write out what you plan to 	
	 do, starting today.

**	 Ask God to use you to nurture faith in a child, so that he or she can be blessed, too.  Write their names down 	
	 and begin to pray for them.  Luke 18:15-16.

Intercession
**	 For the early preparations underway for Just Give Me Jesus/Upstate South Carolina to be fully blessed, gaining 	
	 favor with the churches; receiving adequate financial support; being fully “staffed” with efficient, Spirit-filled 	
	 and Spirit-led volunteers. 

**	 For Fan The Flame in Wauchula, FL, to be well-attended and filled with the Spirit’s power so that lives are 	
	 changed and revival ignited. 

**	 For an outpouring of God’s blessing on the August launch of The Magnificent Obsession; for a wide range of 
	 media opportunities that will cause people to yearn to know God personally; for broad readership; for my 	
	 presentations to booksellers to not only promote the book, but also to cause people to begin an authentic faith 	
	 journey. 

**	 For the continued preparation for Just Give Me Jesus/Waco, TX, to be Spirit-led . . . that we would truly catch 	
	 His wind in our sails and experience revival in Central Texas on September 11-12 at Baylor University’s Ferrell 	
	 Center. 

Information
AUGUST
7-9	 FLORIDA, Wauchula - Fan The Flame 			
	 Pastors’ Conference, City-wide I Saw The 		
	 LORD, Worship Services First Baptist Church; 		
	 863-773-4135; aglhc09@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER
11-12	 TEXAS, Waco - Just Give Me Jesus Revival; 		
	 254-751-7200; JGMJesusWaco@gmail.com

18	 FLORIDA, Lakeland - Worship Expo at First 		
	 Baptist Church at the Mall; www.worshipexpo.org

OCTOBER
11	 TEXAS, Carrollton - Bent Tree Bible Fellowship 	
	 Mission Festival; JoAnn Hummel, 972-428-1319

FILLING UP TO OVERFLOW
NOVEMBER 12-15

Come hear Anne present The Magnificent Obsession 
in six messages and seven interactive workshops 
designed to spiritually enrich and equip the serious 
Bible student to become an effective communicator 
of God’s Word.  Held in the beautiful Blue Ridge 
Mountains at the Billy Graham Training Center at 
The Cove, this four-day seminar entitled Filling Up 
To Overflow will give you practical tools for reading, 
studying and teaching God’s Word with relevance 
and boldness.  Registration still open.  
For more information:
PO Box 19223
Asheville, NC 28815

Call: 800-950-2092  Visit: www.thecove.org



YOU CAN EXPERIENCE A GOD-FILLED LIFE
Are you missing the Essential to a joyful, purpose-filled life?

Has your faith lost its fire…or even its meaningfulness?

Are you devoted to your church or your religion, but still struggle with its practical relevance to daily 
life?

Are you a good person, working hard, contributing to your community, yet find life is somehow 
incomplete and hollow at the core?  

Are you restless in your spirit, with a nagging sense that there just has to be something more?

Anne Graham Lotz has known this struggle, too.  As she searched for answers to her heart’s yearning 
and emptiness, Abraham walked out of the pages of her Bible and into her life. 

Challenged by Abraham’s example, Anne began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God. Through 
personal anecdotes, unforgettable stories and inspiring insights, she shares answers found as she has 
embraced the God-filled life. Order your copy today at our introductory price. 



Order from AnGeL Ministries before September 30th for special introductory pricing.  	    QTY.        PRICE     TOTAL
315 	 The Magnificent Obsession  Hardback Book 	 _ _______  @ $12.00  __________
317	 The Magnificent Obsession  Book on CD (Read by Anne)	 _ _______  @ $20.00  __________
262	 The Magnificent Obsession  Audio Teaching Messages (6 CDs)	 _ _______  @ $30.00  __________
For details on the book and a complete list of resources, visit www.AnneGrahamLotz.com	  _Merchandise Total  __________
	                                                                                                                  Shipping*   __________
	   	                Subtotal  __________             
                                                                                                                                  6.75% Tax (NC only)  __________		
	   	 _______  Donation   __________
CC# ________________________________________ EXP ___________	 _______      TOTAL  __________
           
Title______ First Name _________________________________ MI _____ Last ____________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________ State_______ Zip_________________Tel (     ) ___________________________

Email  ____________________________________________________                                                                       N861 
AnGeL Ministries / 5115 Hollyridge Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina 27612-3111 / (919)787-6606 / Fax (919)782-3669 / www.annegrahamlotz.com

      
      Please deliver future newsletters via email.
      Sign me up for Anne’s free daily e-devotional.

*UPS STANDARD SHIPPING:
Up to $15.00.........................................add $ 5.00	 Over $  50.00............................................add $12.00
Over  $15.00.........................................add $ 8.00	 Over $100.00............................................add $14.00
Over  $25.00.........................................add $10.00	 Over $150.00............................................add $16.00

 OVER $200.......CALL FOR CALCULATION   
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